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Our ref: 842(1)(a)-(c) Highways England

1st Floor
Epping Forest District Council
Woodlands
The Chief Executive
Manton Lane
Civic Offices
. Bedford
323 High Street
. MK41 7LW
Epping
Essex CM16 4BZ
4 Qctober 2018

Dear Derek Macnab,

Lower Thames Crossing: Statutory pre-application consultation between 10
October 2018 and 20 December 2018

Planning Act 2008 Section 42: Duty to consult on a proposed application

Highways England ("the Applicant") is proposing to construct the Lower Thames
Crossing, a new road with a tunnel crossing beneath the River Thames, between
Kent, Thurrock and Essex, which will create a new link between the A2 and the M25
and reduce the burden on the busy A282 Dartford Crossing. The planned route will
run from the M25 near North Ockendon, cross the A13 at Orsett, before crossing
under the River Thames east of Tilbury and Gravesend. A new link road will then
take traffic to the A2 near Shorne, close to where the route becomes the M2.

The Lower Thames Crossing project ('the project’) is a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project (NSIP) under the Planning Act 2008. In order to obtain powers
of compulsory acquisition and to gain consent to build and operate the project,
Highways England is required to make an application for a Development Consent
Order. The application will be made to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), which will
examine the application and make a recommendation to the Secretary of State for
Transport, who will ultimately decide whether the application is granted and whether
the Applicant is authorised to use compulsory acquisition powers. The Applicant
intends to make the application in 2019.

During the pre-application process, the Applicant must consult with a variety of
persons and organisations about the proposed application in accordance with the
requirements of the Planning Act 2008.

In accordance with Section 42 of the Act, we are consulting with you about this
proposed application. More specifically, we are writing to you because you are a
statutory consultee under section 42(1)(a)-(c) of the Act. This statutory pre-
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application consuitation period will take place between 10 October 2018 and 20
December 2018.

The project proposals constitute Environmental Impact Assessment development as
defined by the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment)
Regulations 2017 ("the 2017 Regulations"}, and so in accordance with regulation 13
of the 2017 Regulations | enclose with this letter a copy of our "Section 48 notice",
providing details of our consultation. The "Section 48 notice" has been published in
local and national newspapers, in accordance with section 48(1) of the Act.

Further consultation material, including the Preliminary Environmental Information
Report (PEIR), the Traffic Forecasting Report, the proposed scheme drawings, and
the response form can be found on our project webpage at
www.lowerthamescrossing.co.uk, from the launch of consultation.

A printed copy of the consultation documents, including the PEIR, can be purchased
on request by emailing Highways England at info@lowerthamescrossing.co.uk,
phoning 0300 123 5000, or by writing to Lower Thames Crossing, Woodlands,
Manton Industrial Estate, Manton Lane, Bedford, MK41 7LW. Due to the size of the
paper documents, a charge of £175 (plus VAT and P&P) will be made for each set of
consultation documents. The consultation materials will also be available at deposit
locations in the area around our proposed scheme.

Highways England will also be holding a number of public information events in the
area local to the project, where members of the project team will be available to
discuss the proposals and answer questions. The dates and locations of these public
information events, as well as our deposit locations, are listed on the "Section 48
notice" enclosed with this letter.

We encourage you to provide any comments on the project by completing a
response form and sending it to one of the three dedicated response channels that
are advertised on our consultation webpage and the "Section 48 notice". The
deadline for all responses is 11:59pm on Thursday 20 December 2018.

Please note that Highways England may be required to make copies of
representations available to the Secretary of State. We refer you to the response
form for more information on how Highways England handles personal data.

Yours sincerely
t@\f
David Manning

Development Director

Lower Thames Crossing
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